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AFF members and friends gathered in Alexandria , Virginia for Crabfest on October 11. Attendees enjoyed a 
delicious buffet featuring all-you-can-eat Maryland blue crabs, along with a full picnic. Crabfest is an AFF social 
program where liberty-minded young professionals come together to network and enjoy each other’s company in 
a different setting than AFF’s policy and professional development events. AFF particularly thanks the sponsors: 
Franklin Center, Heritage Foundation, U.S. Chamber of Commerce, R Street Institute, Case Consulting Services, 
Leadership Institute, MediaDC, Ilya Shapiro, Roger Custer, Cheryl Miller, Daniel Rothschild, and Morgan Knull.

Look Inside to Read These AFF Highlights
AFF Austin Reaches New Audiences: Page 3
Creative Destruction Improves AFF Programs: Page 4
“Is Copyright a Property Right?” Debate: Page 5
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AFF is excited to welcome new board members who will help oversee 
the implementation of AFF’s strategic plan and expansion to new 
chapter cities around the country.

New Board Members Join AFF 
National Leadership Team

John Tillman

Daniel Rothschild

Chaz Cirame

John Tillman joins the AFF board 
of directors. He is one of the 
nation’s most prominent leaders of 
a state-based think tank. As CEO 
of the Illinois Policy Institute, he has 
transformed what many wrote off as 
a blue state into a place ripe for free 
market reform. John also serves as 
the President of Think Freely Media 
and is the founder of the Great 
Communicators Foundation.

 

Daniel Rothschild joins the AFF 
board of directors. He is senior vice 
president and chief operating officer 
of the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University. Prior to serving in 
this role at Mercatus, Mr. Rothschild 
worked with the R Street Institute, AEI, 
and in a different role at the Mercatus 
Center.

 

Chaz Cirame joins the AFF board 
of directors.  He is the Founder and 
Managing Principal at Cc:External 
Affairs, a public affairs firm that works 
with corporate, trade association 
and non-profit clients to build and 
leverage relationships in the areas 
of strategic alliances, public affairs, 
and fundraising. Previously, Chaz 
worked for the American Legislative 
Exchange Council (ALEC), S4, and 
the Leadership Institute.
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Meet Arif Panju: Innovative AFF Leader
Arif started the Austin chapter of America’s Future 
Foundation in April of 2013. His full-time job is an 
attorney at the Institute for Justice. He first heard 
about AFF from a longtime friend, Ashok Chandra, 
who at the time led AFF New York City.

So far, the Austin chapter has been one of AFF’s 
busiest. Arif has recruited a talented board, 
and together they have put on dinners, panels, 
roundtables and film screenings that reached a wide 
audience.

Arif explains how AFF Austin draws diverse 
audiences to educate about the ideas of liberty: 

“Long term, our plan for AFF-Austin is to continue 
demonstrating how individual liberty forms the pil-
lars of a free society and that Austin, at its core, is 
more liberty-minded than anything else. Austin has 
an entrepreneurial spirit that has thrived—from food 
trucks, to urban farms, to becoming the new des-
tination of choice for tech entrepreneurship—be-
cause of access to free markets, economic liberty, 
and a robust marketplace of ideas.

By continuing to host cutting-edge events, our 
goals are to both highlight the importance of indi-
vidual liberty when assessing the issues of the day, 
and identifying young leaders that can both apply 
and articulate the principles of liberty in an effective 
way.” 

According to Arif, three of their events stand out. 
The first was a joint event with Google in February 
of 2014: No Freedom Without Privacy: The ECPA 
Needs an Upgrade. (pictured) This event was a 
panel debate on the severely outdated Electronic 
Communication Privacy Act and more than 80 young 
professionals attended.

The second event was a sold-out screening of 
Reason Magazine’s documentary, America’s 
Longest War: A Film About Drug Prohibition. It was 
held at the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema and included a 
Q&A with Reason’s Jacob Sullum.

The third was an event co-hosted with Americans for 
Prosperity, the Institute for Justice, and Liberty on the 
Rocks: Ridesharing Austin: Drinks, Debate, and 
Plenty of Designated Drivers. More than 100 people 
came to hear how the city of Austin is stamping out 
ridesharing by enforcing laws that protect the taxi 
monopoly from competition. The event received 
media coverage from the local Fox and CBS affiliates 
as well as a cover story in the Austin American-
Statesman.

Arif is just one of the many leaders that give their time 
and efforts through AFF to advance liberty. Thank 
you for your support which makes this possible. 

AFF Austin Reaches New 
Audiences with Your Ideas

Arif Panju

Panju leads an AFF Austin panel
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AFF is pleased to announce an improvement to its writing programs in order to better serve you. AFF Writing 
Fellowship replaces the online magazine Doublethink. Given the variety of online and print media available 
these days, AFF made the difficult decision to stop publishing, effective summer 2014. While Doublethink is 
missed by many, AFF’s staff and board understand the importance of creative destruction and look to use 
scarce resources in the most efficient matter.

Doublethink launched at a time before social media when there were very few publishing opportunities for 
aspiring writers. AFF is proud of the rich history of Doublethink and the many writers and editors who have 
gone on to successfully influence the national conversation. In 2012, David Brooks specifically named four 
Doublethink alumni as “powerfully influencing” the GOP, and that is only the beginning. Former writers and 
editors now work for National Review, Bloomberg, Reason, Barron’s, the Weekly Standard, the Atlantic, the 
Washington Examiner, and many other publications.

The vision of AFF’s new writing program is to create articulate and effective writers who understand free 
market ideas. We welcome professional journalists and those who write in other areas such as development 
and communications. Participants will learn specific skills, receive personal guidance from established 
leaders, and be connected to publishing opportunities in major media.

Creative Destruction and Doublethink: 
AFF Improves Writing Programs

Phil Klein leads a writing seminar O’Neal
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AFF in Brief:  Recent Events in Nation’s 
Capital Feature Rising Leaders

AFF hosted a debate on Capitol Hill entitled “Is 
Copyright a Property Right?” Phil Kerpen from 
American Commitment debated Yale law school 
fellow Derek Khanna (pictured). The debate 
focused on what the Founding Fathers argued in 
the Constitution and whether or not the U.S. law has 
kept up with the times. Speakers cited John Locke, 
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and others to 
make their argument. 

AFF partnered with the Mercatus Center at George 
Mason University for a panel entitled “Is Grad School 
for You?” Young professionals often ask AFF for 
advice so this panel served to give arguments for 
and against further study. Stefanie Haeffele-Balch 
from Mercatus (pictured), Phil Magness from the 
Institute for Humane Studies (IHS), and AFF member 
Stephanie Sanchez went over the options for 
potential graduate students, including the wide range 
of Mercatus and IHS opportunities.

Interns and new employees come to Washington, 
D.C. throughout the year to start their career in 
think tanks, activism groups, business, Capitol Hill, 
and other fields. AFF partnered with the American 
Enterprise Institute and Leadership Institute to host 
a “Welcome to Washington” panel in July featuring 
speakers Nena Whitfield, Abby Alger, Scott Barton, 
Matthew Hurtt, and Brad Wassink.

Derek Khanna

Stefanie Haeffele-Balch

Panelists give networking and career advice at “Welcome to Washington”
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AFF was at a turning point. It was the summer of 
2001. I had taken up the AFF baton as executive 
director again after John Barry, who was working full-
time at less-than-half-pay, got a job offer he couldn’t 
refuse. 

I was pregnant with my second child, managing 
our growing number of program volunteers and 
coordinators during my first child’s naps. I honestly 
didn’t know how I would be able to balance my 
responsibilities of being a mother of two and sustain 
AFF at the same. 

We needed a full-time executive director fast but our 
wallet was thin. We turned to Carl Helstrom, a close 
advisor to AFF and head of The JM Foundation. He 
said, “You’ve got Leonard Liggio on your advisory 
board. If you can get him in a room with your other 
advisory board members and donors, what needs to 
happen will happen.”

That’s how the first AFF retreat was conceived. Held 
at the Greenwell Estate in St. Mary’s County, Maryland 
on the banks of the Patuxent River, the retreat took us 
from start-up survival mode to early growth phase in 
one intense packed weekend.

Most of our advisory board members drove down for 
a few hours on Saturday for the retreat meetings, but 
Leonard, who was pushing 70 at the time, was there 
for the whole shebang taking the college dorm-like 
accommodations and late-night cookouts in stride. 
In fact, Leonard had the one “luxurious” room at the 

retreat center, the only one with its own bathroom. But 
you got the sense he was just as comfortable there 
amongst us inexperienced, 20-somethings as he 
was at a 5-star hotel attending a Mont Pelerin Society 
meeting.

He really got the social aspect of us and understood 
that fusionist institutions like AFF are built with the 
mortar of friendships. As a die-hard Catholic who was 
also a libertarian, he understood that there is more 
that multiplies and adds us together as a movement 
than divides and subtracts.

He was so patient with us, so generous with his time. 
He didn’t speak often, but when he did it was powerful 
and from a place of great authority. AFF continued to 
benefit from Leonard’s patronage over the following 
years. He made introductions, provided guidance to 
the board, and was a gracious listener to several of us 
who sought his counsel in matters both professional 
and personal.

It is true what they said about Leonard Liggio, “Most 
of us operate on the basis of a 1-2 year outlook, some 
good strategists can think over a 10-20 year time 
horizon, but Leonard, well Leonard, operated on a 
100 year plan.”

We are so grateful…and wish Leonard the eternal rest 
in his Creator’s presence, which he now enjoys.

Mary Riner is the founder of America’s Future 
Foundation. John Barry was a long time board 
member and one-time executive director of America’s 
Future Foundation.

Mary Riner and John Barry Remember 
Long-Time AFF Advisor Leonard Liggio
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Save the date for May 27, 2015 in Washington, D.C. for a special 
AFF 20th anniversary conference and gala. This newsletter will 
feature photos from AFF’s history leading up to that event.

AFF Remembers Its First 20 Years

1995 2005 2002

2005

19972006
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America’s Future Foundation’s mission is to identify and develop young professional leaders for liberty by 
offering unique professional development, education, and networking opportunities.
All gifts are tax-deductible because AFF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization.

Clockwise: AFF’s 4th annual Transatlantic Toast to Liberty welcomed our British colleagues, Jim Geraghty from 
National Review discusses his book at an AFF happy hour, Jeff Deist of the Mises Institute gives the case for 
optimism at an AFF Atlanta event, and Riva Litman talks about Capitol Hill careers at an event co-sponsored 
by the Network of Enlightened Women in Washington, D.C.


