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How did you come to embrace your worldview?  Did someone share a 
book that inspired your thinking?  Did you follow a friend to a social group 
where you learned a new perspective?  

Many come to embrace a worldview similar to their peers, and it is reinforced 
through social bonds.  AFF’s vision is to provide this vehicle for young 
professionals across the country, through which they can introduce their 
peers to free markets, limited government, and personal responsibility.  
Your investment makes it possible.   

Thanks to your generous support, advice, and the hard work of staff and 
volunteer leaders, not only is AFF now thriving, but it is making a record 
impact on young professionals around the country. 2016 saw AFF expand 
to a record 22 cities, host more than 200 events across the country, and 
reach more than 8,000 young leaders in the process. Programs continued to 
succeed in influencing the Millennial generation for freedom. For instance, 
the Writing Fellows program continued to train and connect emerging writers 
with established professionals. AFF Writing Fellows published more than 
500 pieces in 2016, in publications such as Forbes, National Review, Reason, 
the Washington Examiner, and The Washington Post.

Success often begets complacency, but we cannot rest on our laurels. There is 
much work to be done. Our competitors on the Left are spending more than 
$6 million per year to specifically recruit and cultivate young professionals.  
Barack Obama is fully committed to mentoring young talent as his top priority.  

That’s why this year, with your help, we are implementing a bold strategic 
plan to continue AFF’s growth and truly inspire the Millennial generation for 
freedom.  By targeting young influencers who can move opinion, investing 
in their development, and fostering communities in which they are able to 
thrive, you will help move the dial toward freedom even more in the years 
to come.

This is our chance to enlighten the Millennial generation with the ideas 
of freedom, one city at a time. Together, and in concert with our partner 
organizations across the country, we can win the Millennial generation for 
freedom. Thanks again for your support of America’s Future Foundation.

Sincerely,

Roger Custer 
Executive Director

ROGER CUSTER, Executive Director

MOVING THE DIAL TOWARD FREEDOM:
Together, We Are Winning a Generation

... this year, with 
your help, we are 
implementing a bold 
strategic plan to 
continue AFF's growth 
and truly inspire the 
Millennial generation 
for freedom.

“ ”
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Your support allows leading experts, like Andrew McIndoe 
(The Heritage Foundation), David Kirby (Cato Institute), and Ann 
Fitzgerald (A.C. Fitzgerald & Associates), to talk about maximizing 
stewardship to young development professionals at Cultivation Crew.  

You teach young professionals how to succeed in D.C. 
at AFF’s “Welcome to Washington,” cosponsored by the American 
Enterprise Institute.

You introduce AFF members to national leaders, 
like Senator Mike Lee of Utah.  These opportunities are 
invaluable to young professionals who are learning to articulate the 
ideas of freedom.

You bring young professionals together to learn the 
ideas that are important to you.  Here, AFF members listen 
to Dr. Jay Richards of The Catholic University of America on the 
compatibility of Christianity and free markets.

VISION:  
America’s Future Foundation 
envisions an American culture 
permeated with a love of liberty, 
founded in a society that values free 
enterprise, limited government, and 
personal responsibility.

MISSION:  
AFF’s mission is to recruit and 
cultivate young professionals to 
become lifelong, effective advocates 
for liberty.
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YOUR INVESTMENT PROVIDES 
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY:
Founder Continues to  
Change Lives by Supporting AFF

Robert Caldwell has had the good fortune to travel the 
globe through work.  But as a young professional, Caldwell 
realized he had to create his own opportunities.

In 1995, Caldwell, together with his wife, Lisa, and a few 
other young professionals, saw the need to build a group 
dedicated to developing young leaders into free-market 
advocates.  “At the time, we talked about how Gen X was 
broken and too ‘me’ focused.  In the beginning, we focused 
AFF on promoting self-reliance and free-market concepts 
through discussions and debate.  This has successfully 
morphed into programs that support those ideas.”

“My wife and I came from a background where we didn’t 
expect anything but opportunity,” Caldwell explains. “I 
didn’t have an ‘a-ha’ moment about liberty, but I grew up 
working summer jobs since I was 12.  If I wanted something, 
I was thankfully taught to work hard to get it.”  

Caldwell supports AFF financially because he believes his 
success can be partly attributed to the help of individual 
mentors along the way.  Now that he reluctantly finds 
himself a few decades older than most AFF members, he 
likes giving back to young professionals.  With the growth 
of the welfare state and an overwhelming lack of personal 
responsibility, Caldwell also finds it important to support 
AFF’s mission.

“Sometimes people need a helping hand,” says Caldwell. 
“But you can’t complain about the choices you make. 
Culturally, there is a whole segment of society that complains 
about others having money. What they don’t understand is it 
takes decades of hard work to achieve ‘overnight’ success. 
You have to take responsibility for your situation in life.  
It’s okay not to have everything.”

ROBERT CALDWELL, one of AFF’s founders, has built 
a successful career in the private sector.  With your vision 
and support, AFF has grown from an organization consisting 
of six people in a living room to a network that reaches more 
than 20 cities nationwide.

... it takes decades of hard work 
to achieve ‘overnight’ success. 
You have to take responsibility 
for your situation in life.  It’s 
okay not to have everything.

“ ”
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With your support, AFF Writing Fellows 
published more than 500 articles in 2016.  
Here, Jason Russell, manager of the Writing 
Fellows program and contributing editor at the 
Washington Examiner, addresses an AFF event.

MAKING HISTORY BY 
REMAKING THE MEDIA:
Your Support Helps Restore a 
Commitment to Freedom in the Press

Your support empowers AFF Writing 
Fellows, like Katarina Hall (right) and Philip 
Wegmann (left), to advocate your message 
across media.

Can we restore balance to the media? 
Far too often, the media push big 
government’s agenda without 
considering the consequences.  Enter 
Philip Wegmann.

As a journalist, Philip’s work appears 
in the Washington Examiner. But 
Philip is also an alumnus of the AFF 
Writing Fellows program, so he is not 
the typical big government reporter.

At AFF’s Writing Fellows Alumni 
Dinner this past November, Philip 
addressed an intimate crowd, telling 
attendees: “Journalists operate on a 
cliché: we like to think that we write 
the first draft of history.”

Because of your generosity, and with 
the help of private foundations like 
the Ronald A. Krieger Charitable 
Foundation, AFF Writing Fellows 
and alumni are at the forefront of 
history, supporting and defending 
liberty at every turn by holding big 
government accountable in the press.

There are many programs for liberty-
minded students to learn journalism, 
get an internship, or gain experience. 
However, many graduate and are 
unable to advocate free-market ideas, 
or pitch an op-ed and publish high-
quality material.
 
To combat this growing need for 
young, liberty-minded journalists, 
your support of AFF’s Writing 
Fellowships has helped launch the 

careers of several promising young 
conservative and libertarian writers, 
like Katarina Hall.

Katarina grew up in Guatemala 
during a period of civil war. She has 
appeared on CNN en Español and 
published work in Forbes, Cap X, 
and Dissident.

Through her work with AFF, she 
realized her passion for advancing 
freedom:

“We lived in Guatemala as the 
communists fought for economic 
control. As landowners, my family 
was deeply affected by that. The 
more I researched economics and the 
more I wrote, the more my childhood 
made sense.” 

With your support, Katarina 
experimented with different styles 
and learned from published experts 
about op-eds and investigative 

journalism. Now she uses her passion 
to combat communist thought 
through her writing.

“I had started new writing styles and 
AFF gave me an amazing foundation. 
AFF’s Writing Program just feels 
so personal and individualized.  
Working directly with an established 
journalist like Reason’s Stephanie 
Slade was a unique opportunity.”
         
Your generosity helps new journalists 
follow in Katarina’s footsteps, 
making the case for freedom on 
television, online, and in print.
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Is Washington, D.C. a graveyard for good ideas? While 
interning for a national think tank, Christian Rice certainly 
believed this to be true. As an intern, he developed creative 
regulatory reforms. His ideas even attracted interest from 
various state governments. But Christian needed skills to 
put his ideas into action, so he joined America’s Future 
Foundation.

Christian organized events, moderated panels in front of 
large audiences, and refined his professionalism. Because 
of your support, Christian landed a job on Capitol Hill. 
He started “Staff for Liberty” and recruited hundreds of 
attendees. Members convened to learn about free-market 
policies and limited government solutions. Your support, 
however, is what prepared him to implement change.

“To start the program, I used the exact same skills that 
AFF gave me. ‘Staff for Liberty’ broadened staffers’ minds 
and offered think tanks a way into our community. That 
was only possible because of AFF. It made nonprofits 
realize how important Capitol Hill outreach is. There’s so 
much we can do when we simply connect policy experts 
to legislators.”

Christian now works in government relations and 
manages AFF’s Capitol Hill programs. With AFF, he 
works with Capitol Hill staff to create innovative and 
exciting programs. In the last year, AFF’s Capitol Hill 
events were some of the most popular.  With an average 
attendance of 100 young people per event, you introduced 
established experts and national leaders to the Millennial 
generation, including: AJ McKeown, Economist for 
the Committee on Ways and Means; Sam Mulopulos, 
Legislative Correspondent for U.S. Senator Rob Portman; 
SoRelle Wyckoff, Deputy Press Secretary for U.S. Senator 
John Cornyn; and Rep. Paul Broun.

In the next few years, Christian hopes to use the strong 
foundation you have given him to attend law school and 
run for office.  He reports,

“I love working on these policies because I can genuinely 
make a difference. In the next few years, I want to keep 
fighting for what I believe in and make an even bigger 
impact.”

With your support, AFF can help other young 
professionals, like Christian, get the skills they need.  
Young professionals arrive in D.C. every day, hoping to 
spread their love of liberty.  They need your help to build 
skills and experiences that they can apply in their careers.  

IMPROVING OUR FUTURE IS MORE THAN AN IDEA:
How Your Support is Changing Capitol Hill

Because of your inspiration, young leaders are convening on Capitol 
Hill to learn how to best advocate the principles of free enterprise, 
limited government, and personal responsibility.  Here, Christian 
Rice introduces a speaker at one of AFF’s Capitol Hill events.

You are providing young professionals the opportunities to learn from 
seasoned professionals, who provide insight into the innerworkings of 
Capitol Hill dynamics. 
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Young professionals across America 
are searching for an outlet to discuss 
free-market solutions to tomorrow’s 
problems.  Some feel isolated, 
particularly in liberal cities, as 
advocates for free markets find it 
difficult to meet like-minded peers.  
However, you make it possible to 
fill the demand for ready-made 
communities across the country.  

Many young professionals know 
about America’s Future Foundation 
through their involvement in student 
groups while in college.  But others, 
like Dr. Meg Tuszynski, organically 
gravitate towards AFF in search of 
opportunities they may not find 
elsewhere.  This would not be 
possible without your support.

ALUMNI OF AFF PROGRAMS INCLUDE:  
Richard Lorenc  |  Chief Operating Officer, Foundation for 
Economic Education 
Tim Carney  |  Fellow, American Enterprise Institute & 
Senior Political Columnist, Washington Examiner
Kristen Soltis Anderson  |  ABC News analyst &  
accomplished pollster
Robert Alt  |  President, Buckeye Institute  
Ilya Shapiro  |  Senior Fellow in Constitutional Studies, Cato 
Institute & Editor-in-Chief, Cato Supreme Court Review
Andrew McIndoe  |  Senior Director, The Heritage Foundation
Katherine Mangu-Ward  |  Editor-in-Chief, Reason magazine
Ramesh Ponnuru  |  Senior Editor, National Review magazine & 
Visiting Fellow, American Enterprise Institute 
John Barry  |  Former Senior Vice President for Global 
Government Affairs and Public Policy, Visa

MEG TUSZYNSKI is one of the many chapter 
leaders you inspire to advocate liberty among young 
professionals.  Because of your support, leaders like 
Meg are able to develop their skills, build their network, 
and influence their peers with your message.

You are providing young 
professionals like Jared Meyer, AFF 
alumnus and Senior Research Fellow 
at The Foundation for Government 
Accountability, training to develop 
the skills necessary to succeed as 
lifelong liberty advocates.  Here, 
Jared practices advocacy during 
the AFF “Let’s Talk” speaking 
competition.

YOU ARE LEVERAGING 
THE INVESTMENTS MADE 
IN STUDENTS:
Enhancing Opportunities for Young 
Professionals Nationwide

Meg is the chapter leader of AFF Dallas.  
After receiving her doctorate in economics 
from George Mason University, Meg 
accepted a research position at the O’Neil 
Center for Global Markets and Freedom 
at Southern Methodist University, where 
she knew that she could further pursue 
her passion for free-market economics.  
A lifelong advocate for liberty, Meg 
abandoned her comfort zone of Washington, 
D.C. to seek this next step in her career.  
Luckily, you provided her a safety net, 
as AFF Dallas offered a ready-made 
community of like-minded peers.  Meg 
writes,

“Before moving to Dallas, I spent nine 
years living in the DC area, where 
opportunities to connect with fellow liberty 
lovers were omnipresent. Upon relocating, 
I was overjoyed to find that there was a 
vibrant liberty crowd in the area. AFF has 
an important role – to connect like-minded 
individuals to both one another, and to 
opportunities in the area.”

Meg’s story is not unique.  Since AFF's 
inception, you have empowered thousands 
like Meg to advance liberty in their 
communities, while providing educational 
and networking opportunities that otherwise 
would not exist.
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MEET YOUR NEW CHAPTER LEADERS:
Young Social Entrepreneurs Launch Six Chapters in 2016

ANNIE PATNAUDE 
AFF LANSING
In October, just one block from Michigan’s 
State Capitol, young professionals gathered 
to celebrate the launch of AFF’s chapter in 
Lansing.  In a room filled with energy, young 
leaders networked and listened to polling 
experts Matt Resch and Dennis Denno 
discuss their predictions for Michigan’s 
future.  So, how did this happen?

Early in 2016, Annie Patnaude, devoted 
wife, mother, and Deputy State Director 
for Americans for Prosperity-Michigan, 
attended an event hosted by our Detroit 
chapter.  She was inspired by what she 
witnessed at AFF.  Annie immediately 
recognized AFF’s value in exclusively 
targeting liberty-minded Millennials, and 
she knew she had to be involved. 

Annie has more than 10 years of 
communications and policy experience. 
A prolific writer and editor, Annie’s work 
has been published in news outlets across 
the country. Her passions include brand 
development, mentoring others, and 
advocating a smaller and more efficient 
government.

Annie reports,
“Young professionals are the future of our 
country, and it is critically important to 
educate and inspire them with free-market 
ideas. AFF brings Millennials together at 
fun and engaging programs, and provides 
a platform for engagement that can’t be 
found elsewhere.”

ROBERT “BURLY” CAIN 
AFF ALBUQUERQUE
Robert Duncan Cain II is a liberty-minded 
entrepreneur, consultant, and social change 
strategist. He goes by the nickname “Burly,” 
given to him by his grandfather at birth.  
He provides consulting services to various 
clients through his company Vis Vires, LLC, 
and currently serves as State Director for 
Americans for Prosperity-New Mexico.

Burly began working on best practices 
to achieve liberty-minded social change 
while working as a trader in the global 
financial markets.  He served as the Chief 
Technology Officer for the Gary Johnson 
Presidential Campaign, where he and his 
staff built a wide-reaching third-party 
campaign across the U.S. He also served 
as the Deputy Director of Policy for the 2015 
New Mexico House of Representatives, and 
was a candidate for State House in 2012. 
He helped found Backpacks for Kids, an 
annual event to provide school supplies to 
impoverished children.

With your support, AFF Albuquerque 
launched in December with an event co-
sponsored by the Rio Grande Foundation.  

Burly tells AFF, 
“America’s Future Foundation Albuquerque 
provides conservatives and libertarians a 
local monthly liberty networking event where 
they can hear from local and international 
experts and speakers, connect with like-
minded individuals, and join the fastest 
growing liberty network in New Mexico.”

NOELLE MANDELL 
AFF HOUSTON
Noelle Mandell has worked tirelessly 
over the years to promote the ideas of 
social and economic freedom.  Noelle 
serves as the Deputy Director for Events 
and Communication for the Texas Public 
Policy Foundation, as well as CEO at the 
Texas Millennial Institute.  She also is the 
co-director of Deck the Halls, which is an 
annual parade and toy drive that celebrates 
diversity in Houston. She recently was 
recognized in Red Alert Politics as a rising 
star in political activism.

After launching in March, AFF Houston 
held three more events in 2016.  As a 
highlight, 30 young leaders gathered in June 
to hear from Dr. Bob Murphy, scholar with 
the Mises Institute and Research Assistant 
Professor with the Free Market Institute at 
Texas Tech University.

Noelle tells AFF,
“Houston is the perfect climate for an AFF 
chapter because Houstonians are already 
inherently interested in these ideas. I’m 
excited to be pioneering a new chapter of 
a nationwide organization with an amazing 
track record for supporting and empowering 
individuals. I can now make a bigger on-
the-ground impact by creating spaces for 
like-minded individuals to come together 
and network for a purpose. It’s a great way 
to promote a freer society while fostering 
lifelong relationships.”
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HANNAH COX 
AFF NASHVILLE
Hannah Cox is the Outreach Coordinator for 
the Beacon Center of Tennessee and launched 
the Nashville chapter in November with your 
help.  Hannah manages the grassroots arm 
of the Center, and her role is that of a liaison 
between the Center and the residents of 
Tennessee.  In her position, Hannah acts as a 
chief storyteller, managing policy projects and 
giving a voice to the countless Tennesseans 
affected by the Center’s work.  She finds and 
crafts the stories of local heroes, providing 
them with a platform to speak on economic 
issues that impact their daily lives. Hannah 
also oversees the Center’s coalition outreach, 
working to unite activists throughout the 
state in common goals.  She coordinates all 
of the Beacon Center’s events in an effort to 
spread the Center’s principles of individual 
liberty, limited government, and free markets 
throughout the state of Tennessee.

Hannah reports, 
“The Beacon Center is thrilled to partner 
with AFF as we work to expand our 
outreach to the young adults in our state’s 
capital of Nashville, TN.  AFF has done an 
impeccable job of providing a network of 
support and growth for Millennials across 
the country.  Through their work, the seeds 
of liberty are being planted in the minds 
of our future generation, and our future 
leaders are being cultivated through the 
opportunities AFF provides.  We are certain 
that our partnership with AFF for our young 
professionals society in Tennessee will be 
of great benefit to both our young adults 
and our state as a whole.”

BOB DICK 
AFF PHILADELPHIA
Bob Dick is a Senior Policy Analyst at the 
Commonwealth Foundation, Pennsylvania’s 
free-market think tank.  His primary areas 
of focus are fiscal and labor policy.  When 
not working on behalf of liberty, Bob enjoys 
making terrible jokes on Twitter, trying new 
restaurants, and watching his hometown 
Philadelphia Phillies.

Because of your generosity, AFF 
Philadelphia launched in December, hosting 
Donald Devine of The Fund for American 
Studies for an informal conversation on 
contemporary politics.

Bob tells AFF, 
“America’s Future Foundation is critical 
for helping young people network, learn, 
and grow as professionals. AFF is uniquely 
equipped to offer those passionate about 
liberty the chance to connect with like-
minded people in their area. Their efforts 
will help serve as the building block for 
the next generation of leaders committed 
to living in a free society.”

LAUREL BUCKLEY 
AFF GRAND RAPIDS
Laurel Buckley first became an AFF member 
in 2011, while residing in D.C. She has been 
an involved leader ever since. She currently 
serves as the Director of Development at the 
American Legislative Exchange Council 
(ALEC).  Previously, she served as the 
Development Manager for the American 
Spectator Foundation.  

Because of your support, AFF Grand Rapids 
launched in November, offering young 
residents in Michigan’s second-largest city 
a place to learn the ideas of liberty, network, 
and ultimately influence local change.

Laurel writes, 
“I first started attending AFF in Washington, 
D.C. and stayed because I liked the 
professional development opportunities. 
When I moved away from D.C., it seemed 
like a natural fit to help launch an AFF 
chapter [in Grand Rapids]. I missed the 
networking opportunities and policy 
discussions. I’m glad I can continue with 
those benefits beyond Capitol Hill.”

Your support allows chapter leaders to gather at the annual Leadership Conference.
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Heather Pfitzenmaier has been on the front lines of the liberty movement for several years, and she has no 
plans to stop now.  Formerly the Director of The Heritage Foundation’s Young Leaders Program, Heather 
now manages the chapters program nationwide as AFF’s Vice President.

In 22 cities during 2016, you provided young professionals with educational, professional development, 
and networking opportunities that, before now, were only available in our nation’s capital.  Through AFF’s 
chapters, thousands of these young professionals are standing on the front lines, advancing the principles of 
free markets and limited government in communities that may otherwise be unfamiliar with our message.

And AFF’s unique programming fills a long-ignored gap in investment.  As Heather reports, “There are 
countless college liberty groups and lots of membership groups for donors to join, but there is a missing 
gap in the middle.  AFF brings the liberty movement to young professionals after college.  Sometimes, it’s 
starting from scratch, especially when the majority of chapter members have jobs that aren’t policy-related.  
But they want to engage.  AFF is blazing the way.”  

You bring together young professionals in these cities to learn the ideas of liberty, 
network with like-minded peers, and hone advocacy skills to inspire their peers.

BLAZING THE WAY IN LIBERAL CITIES:
Your Support Fills a Crucial Gap

* As of early 2017
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What happens to the AFF leaders you support, once they are ready for 
the next step in their lives?  Former AFF Atlanta leader, Nick Cooper, 
can help answer that question.

Nick joined AFF in 2013 and became a chapter leader within six months.  
Under his leadership, AFF Atlanta flourished, becoming one of AFF’s 
most vibrant and robust chapters in the country.

This past fall, Nick stepped down as chapter leader and enrolled at 
George Mason University in Virginia, where he will pursue his Ph.D. 
in economics.  His impact, however, will grow exponentially as he 
inspires his students to advocate free markets for generations to come.  

You made it possible for AFF Atlanta to become one of the most active 
chapters in the country.  In 2016, AFF Atlanta held 11 events and hosted 
more than 400 young professionals through a variety of programs that 
promoted free markets, limited government, and personal responsibility.  
The chapter also collaborates extensively with other liberty groups, like 
the Foundation for Economic Education, and serves as a central hub of 
free-market advocacy in Georgia.    

Past Atlanta chapter leader, Jason Riddle, tells AFF that “Nick worked 
determinedly on all fronts to grow the liberty community in Atlanta to 
one of the most active in the country.  We will miss Nick, but we are 
excited to follow his future success.”

Nick’s service to AFF may have ended, but his passion for liberty will 
never wane.  As a student and ultimately an instructor, Nick will empower 
future leaders to advocate the ideas that we work so tirelessly to defend.

"Instead of wondering how we can talk to 
Millennials about liberty, you empower 
pro-liberty Millennials like me to talk to 
our peers, organize events that align with 
their interests, and create powerful social 
and professional networks in their cities.

This is where AFF really shines, with the 
happy hours that exceed time scheduled, 
the sidebar conversations that spark new 
ways of thinking about an old problem, and 
the new faces that become familiar faces 
and close friends – our connections allow 
us to push each other to advance liberty, 
no matter what we do professionally.

That’s not to say that AFF encourages 
Millennials to operate in a bubble devoid 
of expertise or intellectual rigor.  In fact, 
AFFs approach is precisely the opposite, 
in that it weaves intellectually challenging 
topics into having a great time.  AFF brings 
experts into more intimate social settings, 
where ‘beginner’ members feel free to ask 
earnest questions.  By doing this, AFF 
provides opportunities for both intellectual 
growth and practical, professional growth.

This wouldn’t be possible without your 
support, and I can’t thank you enough for 
all that you do to inspire us every day."

AFF LEADER NICK COOPER (pictured right) will continue his advocacy on behalf 
of liberty as a doctoral candidate at George Mason University in Virginia.  Because of 
your support, Nick learned the skills he needed to take the next step in his life.  Here, 
AFF Atlanta’s board poses with Charles Cooke of the National Review.

YOUR INSPIRATION AT WORK:
Leader Nick Cooper Takes the Next Step for Liberty

YOUR INCREASING ROLE IN AUSTIN:
In the Words of Ellen Bartling, Chapter Leader
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Because of your support, AFF partners with more than 40 
leading conservative and libertarian organizations to bring 
their ideas to young professionals.  More than half of AFF 
events involve collaboration with a partner.

Highlights include:

• You collaborated with the James Madison 
Institute in six cities in Florida to host an 
innovative public speaking competition that 
empowers young leaders to make the moral 
case for freedom;

• You partnered with the Atlas Network on a 
fun Milton Friedman trivia night event; and,

• You hosted Jarrett Skorup of the Mackinac 
Center to educate young professionals about 
positive free-market solutions for Michigan’s 
future.

 

With these partnerships, your support has positioned AFF to 
further promote liberty among young professionals who, in 
turn, will have the skills they need to influence their peers 
with your ideas.  It uses AFF’s comparative advantage to 
gather young audiences and hear ideas from organizations 
they would not otherwise encounter.   

For example, you bring together young professionals in 
Pennsylvania’s two major cities to learn the ideas, network, 
and develop their skills to advocate liberty.  

Charles Mitchell is the President and CEO of the 
Commonwealth Foundation, Pennsylvania’s influential 
free-market think tank.  He writes: “America’s Future 
Foundation has been instrumental in something that matters 
greatly to the Commonwealth Foundation:  developing 
young leaders.  AFF helps our staff develop their skills in 
marketing, event planning, and relationship building, all 
key growth areas not just for them, but for our movement 
generally.”

BUILDING A MOVEMENT:
Your Support is Expanded through Collaboration

You teach young professionals how to succeed in D.C. at AFF’s “Welcome to Washington”, cosponsored by the Cato Institute.
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YOUR PARTNERS IN GROWING 
OUR MOVEMENT NATIONWIDE
Your generosity allows America’s Future Foundation the privilege of partnering with like-minded organizations 
across the country.  As a snapshot, here are some of the organizations with which we are proud to partner:

You bring the research, ideas, and opportunities of these national organizations to young professional audiences 
that might not otherwise encounter them:

You strengthen the capacity of these state think tanks, and others like them around the country, to involve 
young professionals:

You give a specific path for lifelong advocacy of liberty when students graduate from these organizations:
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FINANCIALS
Thanks to your support, AFF is now in more cities than ever, hosting events and building coalitions to cultivate 
lifelong, effective leaders who share your passion for the principles that make our country great.  Below are audited 
financials from January 1, 2016 – December 31, 2016. 

Events Per Year

Income ($926,222)

Number of Programs

150
in 2015

204 
in 2016

Program Attendees

5,687
in 2015

8,565 
in 2016

Program
$685,533

Admin
$93,746

Development
$126,389 Foundations

$470,167
Individuals
$392,588

Programs
& Other
$63,467
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS ADVISORY BOARD

With your help, young liberty-minded professionals are receiving the resources they need to best advocate your ideas. 
Pictured here, AFF Detroit chapter leader Heather Pfitzenmaier (left, red jacket) poses with members at a recent professional development event, 
held in conjunction with the Charles Koch Institute.  

Carl Helstrom  |  Chairman
VICE PRESIDENT, The Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation

Kathleen O’Hearn  |  Vice Chair
DIRECTOR OF POLICY ADVANCEMENT, State Policy Network

Daniel Rothschild  |  Secretary
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,  
Mercatus Center at George Mason University

Kristine Telford  |  Treasurer
DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, Edison Electric Institute

John Tillman  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, Illinois Policy Institute 

Jeff Berkowitz  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, Delve

Chaz Cirame  
PRINCIPAL, Cc: External Affairs

David Riggs  
VICE PRESIDENT, Philanthropy Roundtable

Richard Lorenc
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER,  
Foundation for Economic Education

Roger Ream  
PRESIDENT, The Fund for American Studies

Arthur Brooks
PRESIDENT, American Enterprise Institute

Edwin Feulner
PRESIDENT, The Heritage Foundation

Michael Gleba
PRESIDENT, Sarah Scaife Foundation

Robert Levy
CHAIRMAN, Cato Institute

Edwin Meese
DISTINGUISHED FELLOW, The Heritage Foundation

Gene Meyer
PRESIDENT, The Federalist Society

Grover Norquist
PRESIDENT, Americans for Tax Reform

Chad Thevenot
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, Institute for Humane Studies 

Christopher Malagisi
PRESIDENT, Young Conservatives Coalition 

Roger Custer  |  Executive Director
Heather Pfitzenmaier  |  Vice President
Jaci Woltornist  |  Director of Programs
Jon Staab  |  Development Officer
Kristine Goffos  |  Marketing Associate
Jason Russell  |  Writing Fellows Program Manager
Christian Rice  |  Capitol Hill Program Manager
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